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1 . The disclosure should be carefully reviewed and ensure that any and all 
grammatical, idiomatic, and spelling or other minor errors are corrected. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-13 are indefinite because in independent claim 1, lines 7-12, and 
independent claim 9, lines 6-9, "a second switching element including a second control 
electrode having capacitance larger than the capacitance of the first control electrode of 
the first switching element and an on-resistance smaller than the on-resistance of the 
first switching element" is contradicting to which described in the Specification, page 10, 
line 24 to page 6, line 2: "The second switching element M3 has an on-resistance larger 
than the on-resistance of the first switching element Ml and a gate capacitance smaller 
than the gate capacitance of the first switching element Ml". 

3. Claims 1 -1 3 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: none of prior 
art of record taken alone or in combination shows a a switching regulator and a method 
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thereof for converting an input voltage to a predetermined voltage and outputting the 
predetermined voltage to a load through an output terminal, comprising: a first switching 
element including a first control electrode, said first switching element performing 
switching according to a control signal input to the first control electrode and controlling 
outputting the input voltage; a second switching element including a second control 
electrode having capacitance larger than the capacitance of the first control electrode of 
the first switching element and an on-resistance smaller than the on-resistance of the 
first switching element, said second switching element performing switching according 
to a control signal input to the second control electrode and controlling outputting the 
input voltage; a control switching circuit part performing one of a PWM control on both 
of the first switching element and the second switching element and a PFM control only 
on the second switching element according to an operating mode so that a voltage 
output from the output terminal is the predetermined voltage; and a smoothing circuit 
smoothing a voltage output from each of the first switching element and the second 
switching element and outputting the smoothed voltage to the output terminal, wherein 
said control switching circuit part performs said PWM control to increase the voltage 
from said output terminal step by step from a predetermined first voltage to a second 
voltage when a first operating mode shifts into a second operating mode, and wherein in 
said first operating mode, said PFM control is performed and the output voltage from 
said output terminal is the predetermined first voltage, and in said second operating 
mode, said PWM control is performed and the output voltage from said output terminal 
is the second voltage that is larger than the predetermined first voltage as recited in the 
claims 1-13 of the instant application. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Sucln submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MATTHEW V. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2081 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8 HOURS M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, AKM ULLAH can be reached on (571)272-2361 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would lil<e assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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